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Some advice for our English speaking readers: In the reports of the Jewish
students you will often encounter dates, terms or proper names from German
history, mainly from the Nazi era. Whenever we considered it inecesary for
the comprehension of the testimonials, we put an additional explanation in
brackets.

The school system in Germany is different from English speaking countries.
At the time recalled by the Frankfurt Jewish students all pupils attended
gradeschool from the first to the fourth grade. Then about 10 percent changed
to secondary schools. Whenever the Jewish students refer to the “Gymmnasi-
um”, we translated it with “high school”, although we are quite aware of the
differences which exist in comparison to the U.S. or Canadian “high school”
or the British “grammar school”. The “Gymnasium” began with the fifth
grade and ended with the 13th grade. In all the testimonials, this division of
grades was taken as a basis.
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Introduction

The “Gesellschaft fuer Christlich-Juedische Zusammenarbeit” [Society for Christi-
an-Jewish Cooperation] takes pleasure in issuing this book primarily with the
younger generation in mind.

Withouta doubt we need good historical books and scientifically based reports, in
fact they are an urgent requirement. But books of that nature cannot pass on that
part of the time under the Nazi regime in the same way as the testimonials of the
young Jewish people who were directly exposed to it.

The 100 testimonials paint a graphic picture of the many aspects of the Nazi period
in Frankfurt. They are like mosaic stones; some of them do not seem to belong
togetherand may even contradicteach other. However, thisisno disadvantage. On
the contrary, it results in the strength of the arrangement of those 100 testimonials,
which were collected from a voluminous correspondence.

For life in the Nazi time was not without itsbreaks, without hopes - usually dashed
ones - and not without friendships and positive experiences as well. All the more
grievous was the expulsion which followed discrimination.

And I know whereof 1 speak. I myself had to tremble for my own survival
“underground” in Belgium. T had notbeen successful in emigrating to the USA and
lost the major part of my family to the extermination machine of the Nazi regime.

Itisappropriate that the young people today research so intensively this Nazi time
and enlighten their peersin order to defeat the present tendencies of anti-Semitism
and neo-Nazism.

The Society for Christian-Jewish Cooperation in Frankfurt on Main is convinced
that the twelve years between 1933 and 1945 are urgently in need of elucidation,
particularly at the present time.

Allthatwas done cannotbe rendered undone any more. But to remember, to recall,
and to be informed about that period, that is the prerequisite for an honest and
deliberate cooperation between Christians and Jews.

Helga Cohn

Chairperson of the

Gesellschaft fuer

Christlich-Juedische Zusammenarbeit
Frankfurt on Main






Foreword by the Mayor
of the City of Frankfurt on Main
Petra Roth

During the time of National Socialism, Jews were terribly discriminated against
and persecuted in their home town, Frankfurt on Main. Even more than the adults,
it was the youth who suffered from that. Classmates were separated from their
friends. The humiliation they experienced has left deep wounds. These events
cannot be undone, but to remember them can set an example and serve as a
warning of the evil of racial ideology and intolerance.

Thanks to the initiative taken by Mrs. Ruth Backer, Mrs. Miriam Jonas and Mr.
Harold Stern it was possible to make this book of testimonials by Frankfurt Jewish
students, which was first published in Germany, known to English speaking
readers. Together with many other former Frankfuzt citizens who were expelled
by the NationalSocialists, they wish to tell their grandchildren in the United States,
in England, Australia, Israel and many other countries about their youth and
school days. The activities of the “Working Group Against Anti-Semitism” give
proof of the efforts which are being made in Frankfurt on Main in order to inform
new generations of young people about the criminal aims pursued during the Nazi
era.

My predecessor Mr. Andreasvon Schoeler and [ received a lot of approving letters
concerning the German edition of this book. These reactions encouraged us here,
in the City of Frankfurt on Main, not to cease from our endeavors to inform about
the period of National Socialist dictatorship. T hope that the memories of the former
Frankfurt studenis will show the way into a future in which members of different
confessions and nationalities can live together with respect and mutual dignity.

Petra Roth

Mayor of the City
of Frankfurt on Main






Foreword by Andreas von Schoeler,
ex Mayor of the City of Frankfurt on Main

Heinz Voremberg wasa “regular Frankfurtboy”, bright and smart. He did not hold
still for any provocation. He attended the Helmholtz-Schule and was anxious to
learn. In a word: he was a good student. In the beginning, he was also a popular
student. Later on his classmates started to harass him. At the age of 14 he had to
leave school. It had become unbearable for him. Heinz Voremberg, born January
3, 1922, came from a Jewish Frankfurt family. After he left the Helmholtz-Schule
in 1936, fourteen years old, there were nomore Jewish students for the next sixteen
years. Luckily, the Vorembergsmanaged to flee Germany at the last minute. Heinz
Voremberg survived. Twelve students and teachers of the Helmholtz-Schule did
not survive. They became victims of the Holocaust: died in Buchenwald, missing
after Majdanek/Lublin, died in Minsk, missing after Auschwitz. There are no
tombstones to remember them. Today, nearly 50 yearsafter the liberation from the
National Socialist regime, students and teachers of the Helmholtz-Schule remember
these victims. In the coming months they will unveil a memorial plaque for those
who were in their school at that time and were killed. They are in friendly contact
with Heinz Voremberg, who today lives in the USA.

In the last few years many such contacts and new friendships have sprung up. In
many schools in our city the students remember those who were expelled from
their schools in those years of terror and horror, those who were driven from
Frankfurt on Main into extermination camps in the East. In many schools in
Frankfurt this chapter of history has been omitted from school chronicles fora long
time. It is now being examined. The facts emerge from documents which to this
date make one blush with shame; the facts emerge from letters and conversations
with former Jewish students who survived. Those Jewish students were exposed
to all kinds of discrimination, loss of rights, and expulsion. Their next of kin fell
victim to the industrially organized mass murder. The fact that they are willing
now to return to our city, which at one time they regarded as their hometown, and
to share their stories with our children and young people, this fact isa generous gift
on their part. I am very grateful for it.

I am no less grateful to the students and teachers who grasped the initiative and
asked for explanations of this horrible chapter in their own school’s past. One
group asked the questions most persistently, most intensely, and with great
perseverance: the “Working Group Against Anti-Semitism”. It was founded
twelve years ago as the brainchild of a teacher, Mr. Benjamin Ortmeyer, at the
Holbein-Schule. The impulse for it was given by some troubling events at the
school. Xenophobic and racial graffiti appeared on the school building. Students
who had darker hair or skin color were considered “un-German” by extreme



rightist rowdies and were harassed. The harassed students and their friends
inquired: Did this not happen once before in our school history and with terrible
consequences? Do any documents exist anywhere from that time? And whom can
we ask about it? And they kept on inquiring with great perseverance. They did not
allow themselves to be sidetracked when the school administration reacted at first
with great hesitancy to their inquiry.

The documents of the Nazi time had been stored in the cellar of the Holbein-Schule.
Only after lengthy disputes was it possible to examine and to evaluate them. After
receiving the lists of deportees who had been drafted from Frankfurt on Main to
the extermination camps in the East, they researched the names of the students
from Jewish and Cinti and Roma families, who had fallen victim to the Holocaust.
In France, Belgium, and the Netherlands members of the Working Group traced
the names and the fate of those who were trying to escape the barbarians, but had
fallen into the net of their Nazi executioners. They examined the reparation files
stored at the Institute of City History in order to find out about the fate of the
survivors, and to reveal how post-war Germany and post-war Frankfurthad often
been treating them. Finally, and this seems to me personally the most important
point, they were looking for a dialogue with the surviving former students.
Innumerable letters were exchanged between former students from Frankfurtand
today’s students at the Holbein-Schule. These former students are today living in
Israel, in the USA and all over the world. At first they discussed the past, the years
at school, the childhood of those who had been outlawed, exiled, and deprived of
their closest loved ones. But today the discussion often touches on contemporary
problems. They talk about the appearance of extreme rightism in Germany, which
troubles the survivors as much as the students of today, and about the possibility
of fighting it.

The efforts of the Working Group Against Anti-Semitism have resulted in twelve
publications. They are studies about various schools. The group organized their
files for further research by others. The material was produced with the support
of the Education and Science Trade Union, the Society for Christian-Jewish
Cooperation in Frankfurt on Main and the Institute for City History, Historians’
Coordination. Probably the most effective item to catch the attention of the public
was the tremendous poster with the names of all the Jewish students from
Frankfurt who were killed by the Nazis. It was hung on the wall of the building of
the Municipal Works at the Boerneplatz in the presence of Mr. Ignatz Bubis,
Chairman of the Central Board of the Jews in Germany. Passersby, tourists, and
citizens of Frankfurt stop at the place, read the names, ask about their fate and are
shocked. With this poster the Working Group Against Anti-Semitism/Holbein-
Schule and its project “Research the Nazi time at the Frankfurt Schools!” has
created a modest, unassuming memorial. It is their wish that many schools in our
city would follow the example of the Helmholtz-Schule and remember the girls
and boys, and teachers who perished in the Holocaust with a memorial plaque.



Now the activity of the Working Group is to be finalized. Twelve years is a long
time for a Working Group at a school. In the next few weeks, the manifold
documents will be handed over to the Institute of City History to enable other
students in our city to continue the work. For the Working Group this publication
is the most important one. Their correspondence with former Frankfurt citizens
who had to leave our city because of their religion and their origin during those
horrible years resulted in many voluminous files. Out of those files the students
selected one hundred testimondials for this publication. These reports show how the
children and young people experienced the deprivation of rights and the terror.
These reports make it possible for today’s children and young people to visualize
and experienceat firsthand where discrimination, loss of rights and terrorcan lead
- and what it means to the victims.

Silvia Tennenbaum today lives as a successful author in the USA. In 1981 in New
York she published the novel “Yesterday’s Streets”, in which she describes the
history of her family and her childhood: the story of a family from the western part
of Frankfurt, the story of a childhood which was highly protected at first and then
suffered an abrupt change. Her mother, Silvia, and her stepfather, the famous
conductor William Steinberg, managed to escape. Her much-beloved great-uncle
was killed. After the liberation, when she is informed of the unimaginable and
horrible end of her uncle in Auschwitz, Silvia’s mother says to the young girl: “You
and your generation will do better than us. You will make sure that such a horror
can never happen again.” The Working Group Against Anti-Semitism/Holbein-
Schule has contributed to that goal, that these terrible things can never be
perpetrated again. For that [ am deeply grateful.

Andreas von Schoeler

ex Mayor of the City of
Frankfurt on Main






Preface

1. The testimonials about the Nazi era documented in this book were written
between 1992 and 1994.

They are excerpts from lettersin reply to the following questionswe had submitted:

~“Can you assist us in clarifying the fate of Jewish fellow students who were either able
to emigrate, survived the genocide despite deportation, or were murdered in the
concentration and extermination camps?

- Please describe to us as precisely as possible the situation at YOUR former school: We
are primarily interested in the conduct of the school principal, the teachers, and your
fellow students.

- What particular experiences did you encounter? Who stood out as a particular “fervent
Nazi"? Did you notice any signs of opposition, help or maybe even resistance?”

Our group, the Working Group Against Anti-Semitism/Holbein-Schule was and
still is comprised of former and present day students of the Holbein-Schule. We
have been active since 1982, and since 1988 our main project has been “Research
the Nazi time at the Schools!”.

In the past two years we have been meeting every two weeks to take care of our
work, to attend informative meetings or to organize some of those ourselves.
Previous to that we met on a monthly basis.

From the onset we had not limited the project “Research the Nazi time at the
schools!” to our own school, the Holbein-Schule. We were able to obtain school
chronicles and other documents of the Nazi era in our own school after fierce
arguments with the authorities, inquiries at the parliament of the state of Hessen
and at the City Hall. The question was whether students are allowed to utilize such
files from the Nazi era on their own. In 1992 we finally published these documents.
From the very start we encountered various problems and difficulties, but this is
not the place to describe and document all of those in detail.

Our first letter to the Jewish emigrants from Frankfurt was sent out in January 1992
through the kind offices of the municipality of the City of Frankfurt who did the
mailings for us. A voluminous exchange of letters resulted from this. Up to now it
fills 10 big file boxes. More than 500 letters were written, and even long-distance
friendships resulted.

The 100 testimonials published here, were chosen from among these letters. All
these reports were mailed to the authors with the request for possible changes or
corrections. For various reasons some authors requested - explicitly or not - to
delete their names. In these cases we have abbreviated those names.



2. Fifty to sixty years have passed since. And yet while reading these testimonials
it becomes clear how deeply certain scenes of discrimination, ostracism and Nazi
crimes have been ingrained.

The young readers of this book may not immediately understand the close historic
correlation of events indicated in the letters, namely:

- that the term “Boycott Day” refers to April 1st, 1933, the day on which the Nazis
for the first time called upon the population to boycott all Jewish businesses.

- that the “Nuremberg Laws” pertain to the racial laws adopted at the Congress
of the Nazi Party NSDAP (“National Socialist German Workers’ Party”) held in
Nuremberg in 1935 which forbade marriage or any sexual contact between so-
called “Aryans and non-Aryans”,

- that “9th of November”, the so-called “Kristalinacht”, which means “Crystal
Night”, refers to the pogrom undertaken against the Jewish population in
Germany: On that date hundreds of synagogues were destroyed by fire, over 90
members of the Jewish Communities were beaten to death, and thirty thousand
Jews were arrested.

Actually, this should also be taught in all schools immediately after the basics, for
example, of arithmetics. We know, however, that in the schools it is treated too
often late and inadequately.

Therearealso certain conceptsand commentsmentioned in the testimonials which
we have explained in parentheses since they may not be understood by the young
reader. Unfortunately itis not taken for granted here at the schools that during the
time when Christian-Protestant students celebrate their confirmation, they should
be told that the comparable celebration for Jewish students is the ceremony of “Bar
Mitzvah”.

We are, however, convinced that despite occasional difficulties with individual
concepts, the focal point becomes clear, namely:

Discrimination and ostracism were but the beginning.

Expulsion and emigration were the inescapable outcome for all those who were
still able to escape.

Deportation to the concentration camp Buchenwald or the extermination camp in
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the murder of 250,000 of the 500,000 members of the Jewish
Communities living in Germany - that was the criminal and murderous face of the
Nazi regime.

In 1933 there were 30,000 members of the Jewish Communities living in Frankfurt.
The names of all those from Frankfurt who were deported and then murdered are
on record. Over 10,000 names are listed, and among them there are 1,300 children
and young people.



Some members of the Jewish Communities emigrated to countries in western
Europe, like the family of Anne Frank, who went to the Netherlands. And yet,
many of those were unable to escape unless they were subsequently able to flee to
other countries.

For the Nazis overran and occupied these countries. In France alone 254 members
of the Frankfurt Jewish Communities were thus affected. We were able to obtain
and then publish this information from documents which were putat our disposal
through the kind offices of Beate and Serge Klarsfeld.

3. Primo Levi, survivor of the Holocaust, writes:

“It has happened and therefore it may happen again: Therein lies the central theme
of what we are about to say here.”

Whether we like it or not, we are tempted to draw parallels at least emotionally,
between the individual happenings of the Nazi era, especially the eatly days, and
events of our own time. However, parallels should not and cannot be drawn
between the Nazi era in general and today.

The Nazi murders in Rostock and Solingen, the arson attacks on the memorial to
the victims of the Sachsenhausen concentration camp, the torching of the synagogue
in Luebeck, as well as the chasing of people categorized as “un-German” in
Magdeburg, and the conduct of the police in many cases - all this awakens terrible
memories in the survivors of the Holocaust who every year come in groups to visit
Frankfurt by invitation of the city.

There is, however, one important difference which is not to be denied: Today,
anyone who feels up to it, can defend himself with relatively little effort against
Nazi ideas and crimes, which are gaining ground. Though it must be said that this
may be inconvenient, and may also entail difficulties or even prove dangerous.

But it can in no way be compared to the possibilities and difficulties encountered
by the resistance after the Nazi criminals seized state power in Germany with
Hitler taking office as Chancellor on January 30, 1933.

Despite all the depressing occurrences in the recent years and months, it is
encouraging that precisely students are using various forms of information as well
as protest and resistance; that they engage in demonstrations, even strikes at their
schools, as well as undertake research and documentation on the Nazi era such as
the present book, to send a clear signal:

The world shall not forget!

Never again!
Benjamin Ortmeyer

Working Group
Against Anti-Semitism/Holbein-Schule



M. R.

lives today

in the USA
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E. W.

lives today
in Israel

I cannot and I do not want to remember
those terrible times of the Nazi era any
more

Iam sorry, but over 56 years have passed sinceleft Germany.
I cannot and I do not want to remember those terrible times
of the Naziera any more. I hope that you can understand this.

M. R.

I have lost my entire family through de-
portation, and therefore I try to avoid
bringing back this sad period from my
subconscious to the conscious

I never went to a non-Jewish school. Whatever happened
outside the school ismostly known. From April 1,1933 till the
bitter end.

As for the correspondence you asked for, I am sorry to have
to disappoint you. I have lost my entire family through
deportation, and therefore I try to avoid bringing back this
sad period from my subconscious to the conscious. Every
time I think of it Ibecome nauseated, because rightaway I see
before my eyes the picture of my parents’ agony, when they
stood naked in the gas chamber in their death struggle.

EW.
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